A "- In addition to reésearching and writing, Peter Lourie often
B takes his own photographs and includes them in his bpoks. —

‘eter Lourie is not your typical children’s .= found that treasure, he stumbled upon a career
book author. First of all, he’s very : that has proved incredibly rewarding—for - -
A hands-on; When he deades to )gmt fa both Lourie and his audiences of thildren . Not ¥
" book about the Incas of Peru, the Anasazi of only does Lourie fill his fascinating book&ﬁt’h
B% “the Ammcan Southwest, or the Yukon River, adventure and discovery, hefa‘ldg devotes about
~ he visits those locations#Seeing ng, heanng, and = aweek every month to visiting schools and
- smelling places for himself helps Lourle bring . showing students firsthand how a book ngS
thc;p to life for his audwnées » froman ld& into a finished pmyect
Maybe it’s the anthropologrst hﬂden inside - Lourie’s 2008 book Or?\* AF ¢
' ~that makeﬁ«hxm write books t.h;s way ~ the :




us. For more about his many books and to see
a virtual author visit, check out his Web site
at peterlourie.com.

Yo\n/ ank; seam ta focu; on a
combination of L\is{'ar’y, nathure,

and advenhure. o do Yo
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A good friend of ming once told me to keep a
notebook. So I write down ideas as they come
to me. For example, I'd always wanted to go

to Tierra del Fuego. I filed the idea away and
then proposed it to my publisher one day. The

timing was right: It’s got elements of discovery =~

and explorers, Charles Darwin and Ferdinand
Magellan, so it fit both science and history
niches in the schools. That adventure became
the book Tierra del Fuego: A Journey to the End
of the Earth (2002). 2
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“totally different kind of story. It wasn’t a ty
- conquistador’s story. Cabeza de Vaca survived

I've been very lucky in that almost every per-
sonal interest I've had has pretty much ended

up in print. Egypt has always been on my list. I .

always wanted to do something on underwater
archaeology. I am working on projects for both
these subjects now: 4

G How did yau learn aho\j*

Cd l:e;cl cie UGCG?

When I'was growing up, we had a condensed

version of Cabeza de Vaca’s boé:k'__i,trour house.. -

It intrigued me. I realized that this wasa |

an incredible journey. When I started reading
more about him as an adult, I began to see that
he had a unique story—he became a healer. He

learned the art of healing from the native people

and then healed people himself along the way.
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they met. Because he ended up living with the 50 ol
ndlans and relymg on them for his surv,wal /\X}kd do you en d oy Y 4 05{.

~abeza de Vaca really got to knnwﬁ.h& people

f that time. He later wrote a book that
escribed his thoughts, observatlons, and
That makes him a conqubstador
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I love exploring and researching. For 'me;
researching is fun. It’s like an 1nvestlgatlph to -

B ‘, learn, to explore, and to discover. I dive mmi ¥
o /f '3 subject with passion. In my schoo}‘#lsns,g_,' : S
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How cool
is that!

. % W between real adventure and wrtuﬁlﬁ@n {
= - Ji - too. It’s important to get out the I

Professor David La Vere, an expert on Indians
of the Southern Plains and the Southeast. exan V]
While some stories suggest-that Cabeza de Vaca * 40 m-a}qrMayan ti
became a slave to the Indians, La Vere offered ndreds of o
a different spin on what riay have happened:
The Indians nursed a near-death Cabeza de
Vaca back to health. But then he became like
an uninvited guest who stayed too long. He
didn’t contribute to the community at all—he
just ate their food: So the Indians put him to ;
~work digging fof roots. It was such a fascinating -




